
Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Court 

Court Procedural Rules 

Probate of Estates 

The Court recognizes the importance of processing cases in a timely manner. The Court 

further acknowledges the need to document the process for the benefit of the parties and 

efficient operation of the Court. 

This document will serve as rules of procedure in probate of estate cases as outlined 

below. 

The following rules of procedure are meant to implement and carry out the intent of the 

Saginaw Chippewa Tribal Probate Code {Title VI}, and if a conflict should exist, the Code will 

control. All terms provided in these rules of procedure will have the same meaning as those 

terms provided in Title VI. 

RULES OF PROCEDURE IN PROBATE OF ESTATES CASES: 

1. COMMENCEMENT OF ACTION
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1.101 All actions for probate of estates for deceased members or other American Indians

within the jurisdiction of the Saginaw Chippewa Tribe, shall commence with a 

Petition for Probate and/or Appointment of Personal Representative (Petition -

PCEOl), which shall be filed by an heir at law, beneficiary named in the will, 

creditor, other persons claiming an interest in the estate, or Tribal Public 

Administrator. The Petition form may be obtained at the Tribal Court. Upon 

receipt of the Petition and filing fee, the Tribal Court will also provide the 

following: 

a. Court Procedural Rules - Probate of Estates;

b. Proof of Service form (PCE02);

c. Waiver/Consent form (PCE03);

d. Inventory form (PCE07);

e. Notice to Creditors form {PCE08);

f. Statement and Proof of Claim (PCE09};

g. Account of Fiduciary/Schedule of Distributions and Payment of Claims

(PCE10);

h. Waiver (PCE11); and

j. Petition for Complete Estate Settlement (PCE13).

The use of the listed forms will be required to complete the estate process. 

1.102 The following information is required on the Petition: 

a. Date of death;

b. Age of deceased person at death;












